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by Burr Hope
Fleet 5 Regatta Chairman

Fleet 5, based out of King Harbor Yacht Club in
Redondo Beach, California, will host this year’s Class
Championships July 26th - 30th..  For those of you that
have never been to King Harbor you’re in for treat!  The
Clubhouse sits on the end of a peninsula with a 360-
degree view of the open ocean and the marina.

With a 6000# and 3000# hoist and about 400 feet
of dock space we can handle the large number of boats
that we’re hoping we’ll have this year.  The format will be
the same as in the past regattas, as it seems to work so
well that we’re not going to change it.  July usually finds
that we have a consistent 10 to 15 knots of breeze, warm
water, (unless you’re coming from Hawaii), and the
always-challenging Santa Monica bay chop. We will be
holding the races outside of the normal racing area to
minimize any local knowledge.

I have heard a lot of people talk about how they
dislike sailing in Santa Monica bay because of its light
breezes and choppy conditions.  Well, the conditions don’t
necessarily make for poor sailing, but rather are just
different.  I have sailed in all the local
venues and enjoy the challenge
of a new place.

So don’t let that stop you from coming and enjoying the
racing, and the comradeship of other Cal 20 racers and
family.

With help and support from the Class Association
I think were going to have a great regatta.  The annual
meeting will be held on Saturday evening shortly after a
BBQ steak dinner with all the fix’ns.  After the qualification
series on Friday, we will have free beer for the competi-
tors.  Friday evening we will have hors d’oeu-vres and of
course, the bar will be open.  Also, we will have on the
water videos to watch after each days racing.

I would really like to have 50 boats this year, and
certainly don’t see why we can’t improve on the poor turn
out of last year.  The Class Championships are always a
special event, and this year won’t be any different!  Just
think how much fun it would be with 50 boats and 100 of
your closest friends.  More information to come as we get
closer to the big weekend, but do plan on coming!

Come join the fun.
Burr Hope
#662 -  What a Hoot

to the 2001 class championshipsan invitation

King Harbor Yacht Club
Redondo Beach, CA

G o s a i l n g f o r S p r i n g B r e a k !
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presidentfrom the CLASS ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVE: The Cal
20 Class Association’s objective shall be to pro-
mote Cal 20 racing under the rules of the Asso-
ciation, and to vigorously protect the one-design
features of the Cal 20 as designed by C. Will-
iam Lapworth, built by Jensen-Wenke or its suc-
cessors, and configured as allowed by the As-
sociation Bylaws.

ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

 President - Doug McLean
1545 Virginia Avenue, Glendale, CA 91202

W (818) 242-1146
E-mail: rigo9@aol.com

Vice President - Dick Edwards
7888 Rainbow Circle,

Huntington Beach, CA 92648
H (714) 847-0851 • W (714) 372-9743

Second Vice President - Glenn Selvin
8432 Basin Circle

Huntington Beach, CA 92646
H (714) 847-1180 • Fax (714) 847-0530

E-mail: ghselvin@ix.netcom.com

Secretary - Anita Gales
7888 Rainbow Circle,

Huntington Beach, CA 92648
H (714) 847-0851 • W (714) 372-4799

E-mail: anita.e.gale@boeing.com

Treasurer - Rob Bates
2635 5th Street #9, Santa Monica, CA 90405

H (310) 399-2711 • W (310) 563-5345
E-mail: rob_bates@yahoo.com

Chief Measurer - Chuck Clay
6719 Mantova, Long Beach, CA 90815

H (562) 499-0367
E-mail: cclay26@aol.com

Past President - Bill Crook
517 Paseo Lunado

 Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
H (310) 544-2582 • W (310) 761-4901 x4823

E-mail: wcrook@earthlink.net

CAL 20 NEWS is published four times a year in
April, June, September and December by the
California 20 Class Association, a non-profit or-
ganization. Members are urged to contribute ar-
ticles and bits of information. Deadline for re-
ceiving contributions is the 10th of the preced-
ing month for that issue. Late contributions are
subject to editing as deemed necessary. An at-
tempt will be made to return all material where
the author so requests, but no guarantee is im-
plied. Please send all contributions to: Glenn
Selvin, 8432 Basin Circle, Huntington Beach, CA
92646, E-mail: ghselvin@ix.netcom.com

NOTICE: While we fully believe that the material repre-
sented is completely factual; neither the Association
nor its officers can be held responsible for the content
of this newsletter.

Hey, do you have
the hoist card?

Doug McLean
     Greetings from the Class

President. I hope all of you are
enjoying a winter break from sailing,
and are staying as dry as possible.

I recently attended the
National Board meeting at King
Harbor Yacht Club, and the big topic
was this year’s Class Champion-
ship. It sounds like King Harbor is
geared up to put on a great event.
The discussion centered around
what would it take to get more boats
there, and the biggest problem
seems to be transportation logistics.

Each fleet is going to have to step up to the plate and handle their own situation,
but here are a few ideas for discussion:

(1) Have a “pack up your boat” day, during which the people who trailer
frequently can give pointers to those who have never done it or are uncomfort-
able trying on their own. A couple activities you could think about doing are
taking masts down and inspecting trailers to make sure they are road-ready.

(2) Find someone with a good trailer who is not going to the regatta, and
ask if you can borrow their trailer.

(3) If we can locate some extra yard trailers up in King Harbor, find
someone with a good trailer and ask to borrow their trailer after they have taken
their boat to King Harbor.
If you have any suggestions in addition to the ideas listed above, submit your
suggestions using the e-mail function of the website (http://www.cal20.com).

I would like to get some idea of how many of you are currently planning
to attend the Class Championship, how many are on the fence, and why, so that
we can try and address your concerns in time to get you out. Therefore, I am
requesting that each of you visit the website this month and drop us a note using
the “e-mail” button letting us know your status. Personally, I am looking forward
to participating in a great event, and would really like to see an impressive
turnout.

With respect to the website, we have slowly been making changes and I
hope you like them. However, we still need a lot more information. Even though
it is wintertime, some of you must have been racing! Send me your results so
they can be included on the site. Remember, the website is for you, and the
more information you send in, the better the site will be.

I was a little disappointed to see how many fleets have not turned in
their dues yet. We are now in 2001, it is time to pay up! Please make an effort to
turn your dues over to your fleet captains as soon as possible. As a reminder,
you are not supposed to race in a sanctioned Cal-20 race unless your dues are
current. If you are in doubt, check with your fleet captain at the next regatta and
determine who has paid and who has not.

I look forward to seeing you on the water, and don’t forget to send me
your thoughts about this year’s Class Championship by visiting the Cal-20
website (http://www.cal20.com) and clicking on the “e-mail” button.

Happy sailing, and stay dry.
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Fleet 1 • Alamitos Bay, CA
Lee Smith

9702 Stanford, Garden Grove, CA 92841
H (714) 636-4787 • O (714) 896-4412

E-mail: smithig@earthlink.net

Fleet 2 • Newport Harbor, CA
Kam Gleason

1501 Cliff Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92663
H (949) 642-3439

Fleet 3 • San Diego, CA
Bob Goggin

6202 Friars Road #223, San Diego, CA 92108
(619) 294-8175

lmcclure@sdcoe.k12.ca.us

Fleet 4 • Los Angeles Harbor, CA
Bill Crook

517 Paseo Lunado, Palos Verdes, CA 90274
H (310)541-5724 • O (562)491-1228 x3110

Fax (310)544-4904

Fleet 5 • King Harbor, CA
Gerald Langton

4715 Highgrove Avenue, Torrance, CA 90505
H (310)373-2785

Fleet 6 • Marina Del Rey, CA
Bill Pistey

102 N. Citrus Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90036
H (323)935-4715

Fleet 7 • Portland, OR
Steve Rander

7612 S.E. 32nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97202
H (503)777-3688 • O (503)735-0569

Fleet 11 • Detroit, MI
Bill Sporer

889 Hidden Lane,
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

H (313)886-5196
E-mail: fwsescape@home.com

Fleet 12 • Kaneohe Bay, HI
Adam Sutton

PO Box 13, Kaawai, HI 96730
H (808)237-8044 • Fax (808)247-8044

Fleet 13 • Victoria, BC, Canada
Peter Vivian

3910 Woodhaven Tce., Victoria, B.C. V8N
1S6

H(250)477-2746
E-mail: pvivian@islandnet.com

Fleet 17 • Long Beach, CA
Bruce Dybens

608 Edith Way, Long Beach, CA 90807
O (562) 436-5203

Fleet 32 • San Francisco, CA
Howard Martin

3750 Elston Avenue, Oakland, CA 94602
H (510)530-4787 • O (510)785-9900

Fleet 38 • Vancouver, BC, Canada
Janet Stamper

4507 W 4th Ave, Vancouver, BC V6R1R4,
Canada

H (604)224-0660 • Fax (604)689-7439
E-mail: jstamper@attcanada.net

Fleet 39 • Dallas, TX
Tony Garrett

6006 Azalea, Dallas, TX 75230
H (214)691-6673

Glenn Selvin

repor te d i t o r ’ s

The Cal 20 News continues to be the glue holding the Cal 20
Association together as a North American team of players, and
continues to need your support.  The articles are still coming along,
but we’d love more articles written by local fleets about what’s going
on in your area.  The Fleet Reports are always so important, as are
photos.

Sharon Pearson, of Paper Chase, does our layout, and is
getting criticially low on photos. At some point, we’ll start recycling,
but hey, that’s only for TV, isn’t it?

Get us your articles, Fleet Reports, photos, whatever you
can, to continue to make the Cal 20 News a great read in the future.

Reminder...

Dues
are

past due!

Break open that piggy bank!!



cal 20 news • april 2001 • page 4

...continued on page 5

on keelsan amateur’s view
by Paul Ancil
Cal 20 Fleet One

If you have observed any Cal 20 out of the water,
you have probably noticed a problem that is endemic to
nearly every Cal 20 ever built, that of a rusting keel.  Many
people have had their keels professionally faired to solve
the problem, sometimes it works, other times it does not.
Cast iron just does not work well in a salt-water applica-
tion.  However I can safely say that I am one of the few
amateurs that has faired a keel and had no spots of rust
return during the six years that I owned the boat.  To this
day I feel the key to my success was the preparation I
gave to the cast iron surface before I began my fairing
project.

The first step in the process was to detach the
keel from the boat.  I used a professional shipyard to
assist me in the process, more for safety than anything
else.  After the keel was removed from the boat, I had it
put into the back of a truck to be delivered to a
sandblaster. Be sure to use a vehicle that you are not in
love with, as the keel weighs about 900 pounds and will
scratch and dent the truck.

I took the keel to a local sand blaster and had
every bit of fairing material and paint blasted off the keel
to the bare metal, including the top of the flange.  This
took about 45 minutes and was fun to watch, however it
was a little deafening.  Following the sand blasting were
the most important steps in the procedure.  I took the keel
back to the shipyard and had it hung from a crane.  I did
not wipe the dust off or wash it.  Instead I applied a
coating of Zinc and urethane to the keel.

I must admit this idea was not my own, rather Bill
Murray had the idea.  Bill Murray is a member of Balboa
Yacht Club, an expert on the subject of industrial metal
coatings, and has been in the industrial coating business
for many years. We mixed Zinc dust into the urethane until
we were unable to stir the mixture and applied the mixture
to the entire keel. At this point we were not worried about
runs or smoothness we were simply attempting to get as
thick of a coating as possible.

 We allowed this to dry then we coated the entire
surface with several coats of West System Epoxy Resin.
Rust was inhibited from the outset because oxygen was
theoretically unable to get to the metal. Furthermore if the
cast iron keel did begin to rust the zinc would act be
sacrificial agent.
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...continued from page 4

   This process was so effective that the keel was
able to sit outdoors within several blocks of the beach for
about two months with no further treatment without any
sings of rust.

When I attached the keel to the boat I used all
stainless bolts and washers.  As I lowered the boat to the
keel on the yard dolly I liberally applied a coating of 3M
5200 to the entire surface of the upper flange.

There is a great deal of debate about how to fair
the keel, should one fair on the boat or off the boat, what
material should you use, what shape should it be.  I won’t
begin to discuss the best shape, as an entire book could
be written about that.

I faired the keel on the boat.  West Systems has a
book with detailed drawings of the process that I used.
First I decided on a keel shape.  Next I cut out three
plywood templates of 1” plywood to the desired shape.
After taping the templates to the outer edge of the keel I
filled the gap between each template with West Systems
Epoxy Resin.  Tape under the templates acted like a dam,
allowing me to pour resin between the keel and each
template.  After the resin was dry and the wood templates
were pulled away I had three sets of templates on the
outside of the keel to build material to. The epoxy gave me
a hard surface with the final shape to build the filler to.
Since the epoxy was very hard I could sand and shape the
filler without altering my master shape.

To build the keel I used Micro light 33 in West
Epoxy Resin. I used enough filler to make the resin the
consistency of peanut butter.  This process took many
layers.  I would mix several pints at a time using the resin
templates as a guide I would smooth out the mixture with a
large batten.  Many people have told me that this would
have gone faster with the keel off the boat, however I just
did not think I was going to flip a 900 pound object very
easily.  Also with my luck I just might dent the keel after I
got it smoothed out.  So I completed the project on the
boat.

People have asked me how much I would charge
a person to complete the job.  I always say no less than
$3,500.  This is because I probably had 80 hours of time
invested in the process.  Anybody can complete the job
however remember that every step will take much longer
than you expect and if you are an amateur the finish will
likely never be as good as the work of a professional.

If I ever own another Cal 20 I will definitely
undertake the very same project again.  The benefits of
having a boat with a keel that did not rust or change
shape greatly added to the pleasure of owning the boat.

King Harbor
Cal 20 Fleet 5

Presents

The 2001
Bud Gardiner Bowl
May 19 th  and 20 th

Racing on
Saturday and Sunday.

Our world famous
shrimp dinner

Saturday May 19 th

Dinner $18.00 per person

Kids under 12yrs $6.00

Dinner Reservations Required

Please call before May 14 th

For reservations

Burr Hope
(310) 543-1551
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Mast Tube
SAVE YOUR RIG!

Non-metallic combination compression tube/thrust washer
prevents metal-to-metal contact at the critical spreader joint.

Two-piece design is easily installed when you service your mast.

No more ugly welding jobs.
ONLY $15.00 per set…

Send check or Gurden Hutchins (Fleet #3)
money order to: 7319 Conestoga Way

San Diego, CA 92120-1312
(619) 265-8869

…continued on page 7

a  pre-race

Seal’s Spars & Rigging
Since 1970 your source for Cal 20 parts and spars

Check out our web site at

http://members.aol.com/sealsspars/

If you have any questions, give us a call.

Steve Seal       510-521-7730

“Two seconds!” That was what came out of the
race director’s mouth after he stood up on his chair to
announce that night’s finishes in the Charleston Ocean
Racing Association’s Wednesday evening summer series.
There was the usual din in the crowded yacht club bar
with everyone swapping war stories from the race, but
“two seconds” continued to ring in my ears—that was the
corrected-time margin by which our boat had missed
winning the race that night.

Anyone who has even a casual acquaintance with
the sport can tell you where you might have lost two
seconds on the racecourse. An overstood mark, a flawed
rounding, an under-trimmed mainsail—all of these com-
mon instances can account for that amount of time lost, or
usually much more. On this particular night we had sailed
a five-mile, four-leg course with two fetch legs and two
moderately tight spinnaker reaches in a slight ebb tide.

The bad news is that this kind of course configuration and
length don’t present many opportunities to make gains
except for whatever boat-speed differentials you might
have going for you. The good news is that those courses
also present few opportunities for mistakes. That said,
mistakes on a course like this cost you double when it
comes to your finish time.

Maximizing performance for those who race under
a PHRF format essentially boils down to saving time on
the racecourse wherever possible. We’re not talking about
minutes here, but seconds, and saving that time starts
with minimizing the possibility for mistakes. On this
particular night, we started out in a cocky frame of mind.
With three bullets and a fifth in the series under our belt, a
certain undeserved invincibility had settled into the
collective attitude on board. We didn’t bother to get a

Even if you’re only
racing a three-person
boat, running through
a basic checklist
before the race can be
a time-winning tool.

By Dan Dickison

Reprinted from
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to startingchecklist
wind-shot before the start, we neglected to go upwind
early on and see what the shifts were doing, and we didn’t
even know the compass course to the second mark. We
were essentially on cruise control, gabbing about
everyone’s day-to-day life and whatever was going on at
Survivor Island.

Some people will tell you that this kind of relaxed
attitude is what beer-can racing is all about, and I won’t
dispute that—I like to unwind as much as the next guy.

However, if you’re serious about improving your perfor-
mance on the racecourse, it really takes very little time
and effort to attend to the details that can help you gain
seconds once you start racing. Say your start is at 6:30,
like ours always is, and you’re off the dock by 5:30. If

A little extra effort
spent hiking can also
translate into seconds
saved upwind.

A few, quick checks
before the start will
help you make the
most of your time out
on the racecourse.

 you spend just 15 minutes in a concerted effort before
the starting sequence to make sure the boat is set up for
optimum performance—jib leads in the right place, spin-
naker gear run, courses understood, etc.—you’ll be ready
to save some time once the gun goes off.

I think one sure-fire approach to individual race prepa-
ration includes running through a basic, pre-race check-
list. I’ve learned to do this mentally, but doing it on paper
is a good way to start. By creating a checklist and follow-
ing it you can eliminate unforeseen variables that might
trip you up during the race and cost you valuable sec-
onds. Everyone’s individual approach to a checklist will
vary, depending upon the kind of boat and the kind of rac-
ing involved, but take a look at the following model and
consider adapting it for your boat.

Heavy D’s Pre-Race Checklist

We try to run through the following items before eve ry Wednesday night race. Use this as the basis to c reate your own list.

1. All racing sails and race gear on board; all cruising amenities and extraneous gear on the dock or in the garage.

2. Rudder strapped into place. (We’ve got a VARO rudder system on board)

3. Adjust rig tune for the race conditions.

4. Read and know  the sailing instructions.

5. Make sure everyone on board understands their respective positions and jobs.

6. Get individual crew to set up their parts of the boat for racing—bow person packs the kite, sets up the pole, lubri

cates the headfoil; jib trimmers set up jib sheet leads and spin gear; mainsail trimmer checks the traveler, outhaul,

vang, and backstay (and running backstays and checks if you have them).

7. Make sure all working parts are lubricated if needed.

8. Once sails are selected and hoisted, and the engine is off, check and align the prop.

9. Head upwind with everyone in race mode to check headings, adjust sail controls, and practice a few tacks.

10. If time permits, do a practice set, a few jibes, and a douse.

11. Take note of the tidal conditions and keep them in mind.

12. Make sure you know the course and everyone on board understands where you’ll be going. If government marks

are being used, get the navigator to identify them on a chart, and plot basic compass courses.

13. Decide on a starting strategy and make sure it’s understood by everyone on board.

14. Establish a dedicated person to count down the time and have them call it every 20 seconds until you reach 20

seconds, and then every two seconds until the gun.

15. Take a look around the course for potential problems with commercial traffic, and have a look at who’s in your class

so you’ll know who your competition is.
Now you should be good to go, so get the best start  you can, and begin saving those seconds.
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the winds e e i n g

One of the skills that often separates the best
sailors from the rest of the fleet is the ability to see the
wind. This is critical because it enables them to consis-
tently get to the windier side of the course and thus sail
faster than their competition. How do they do it? Well,
seeing the wind directly is obviously impossible, but there
are a number of ways to indirectly see what the wind is
doing farther up the course. Keeping an eye out to
windward for the behavior of flags and other boats is one
important way, but these clues are not always available.
Veteran sailors know that the most consistent way to see
the wind is by observing how it effects the water.

If you’ve ever
had the opportunity to
watch a sailboat race
from a high vantage
point, like a bridge or a
cliff, you’ve probably
seen puffs move down
the course in the form of
dark patches on the
water. These puffs are
usually generated by
wind from a higher
altitude sinking to the
surface of the water.
Higher-altitude winds
move faster than
surface winds and this
constitutes the puff.
These puffs of wind
disturb the surface of
the water slightly more
than the rest of the air and thus cause the water beneath
them to appear darker.

Spotting puffs from a high altitude is easy, and it’s
one reason why you’ll often see America’s Cup teams
send someone up the mast when the wind gets light. In
light wind, the weight aloft is a minor concern with these
huge rigs, so hoisting someone to the top of the mast is
relatively harmless as long as they’re safely attached to a
harness. However, most sailors are forced to try and spot
the puffs from deck level, which is a lot more challenging.
The highly contrasting dark and light spots that you may
notice from a better vantage point become shades of
gray. It’s important to remember that those shades of gray

are the same dark and light spots that you would see
from the top of a tall mast and they can point to signifi-
cant differences in wind velocity. Trusting your eyes is
often the hardest part, but like everything else it gets
better with practice.

The best way to practice spotting puffs is to
spend time trying to predict when you’re going to sail into
them. This is a great way to improve your sailing because
you can do it by yourself in any boat that can be single-
handed. To run the drill, just sail upwind and try to spot
puffs ahead of you. In the beginning, don’t worry about
tacking for puffs. When you see a puff, try to predict how
many seconds it will be before you sail into it, then start
counting down the seconds. If you hit the puff at zero
you’ve done it perfectly. After practicing upwind, turn
around and do the same thing downwind. After a while,
you’ll also develop the ability to discern how strong a
particular puff will be, which is valuable information
because it allows you to anticipate the effect and trim
accordingly.

Sailing into more wind can greatly increase your
boat’s speed, but in order to get to the best puffs you
need to get a good look upwind. Standing up on the deck
will get your eyes a little higher up off the water, which is

a good way to get a
better view. On most
boats you can’t sail the
whole race standing on
the deck so it becomes
especially important to
stand up and get a look
to windward before the
start of a race.

At the recent
Olympic Regatta in
Sydney, Australia, US
Star crew Magnus
Liljedahl spent a lot of
time during the down-
wind legs standing up
on the deck and looking
backwards for puffs. The
Star is a small boat for a
guy as big as him to be
standing up on, but

clearly he and skipper Mark Reynolds thought that
getting a better view of the wind was worthwhile—
Liljedahl and Reynolds won the gold medal. On boats
with more than one crewmember, it’s a good idea to have
one person dedicated to looking for the wind on the
water. This person should be constantly communicating
with the rest of the crew. The sail trimmers will use the
information to anticipate changes in trim and the tactician
will use the input for decision-making.

When you are looking upwind, if you can clearly
determine that one side of the course has more wind than
the other, the tactics for that leg will be greatly simplified.

By Bob Merrick

Reprinted from

Watching how the wind affects the water will  teach you
volumes over time.

...continued on page 13



cal 20 news • april 2001 • page 9

by Anita Gale
Class Association Secretary
 P-C-H  #101
 anita.e.gale@boeing.com

Re:  Get Your Boat Out on the Water!

The Cal 20 Association Board has been talking
about you.  Yes, YOU!  The topic that has received more
attention than any other in this year’s Board meetings is
how in general to encourage you to come out for more
races, and how in particular to interest you in racing in the
Class Championships in July.

We actually identify some of you by name in
Board meetings—as examples  either of sailors who get
out and race a lot, or of owners who challenge us to figure
out what will convince you to get your boat off the trailer
and into the water. Mostly, however, we refer to you
generically as the Silver Fleet, or the B Fleet.

Although the Board members recognize that the
Cal 20 fleet has attracted some hotshot sailors (you know
who a lot of them are), we also recognize that the back-
bone of the fleet is made up of the sailors whose current
skill level doesn’t give them an expectation of getting their
name engraved on the Championship trophy. These are
the folks whose goal is just to get into the Gold fleet at the
Championships, or who figure there’s no point to even
compete because they don’t have a chance at winning.
The Board also recognizes that if the Cal 20 class is to
thrive, we must derive strength from numbers, from
numbers of participants in races, that is.  And that means
we need YOUR sail number on the race course.

Much of the Board’s discussion about the Class
Championship is intended to make it easier for you to
decide to show up.  We’re planning to help the fleets
make arrangements to transport boats to King Harbor
Yacht Club. For people who don’t want to hassle duking it
out with the hotshots in qualifying races on Friday, we
guarantee that there will be a separate Silver Fleet, and
you will be in the running for trophies.  We’re considering
workshops to help people prepare their boats for trailering
to KHYC.  There will be a newsletter article on how to
handle the expected sailing conditions in the South Bay.
A bylaws interpretation may enable you to race in the
Silver Fleet without meeting the “three-Regatta rule”.  We
will ask people why they aren’t planning to come—and fix
whatever we can to convince boat owners to change their
minds.  Let us know what we can do to help you decide to
race in the Championships.

As crew on a Cal 20 that ten years ago was full of
wood cabinets and was used as an occasional home for a
guy who couldn’t always pay the rent, your Secretary has
some idea of what it’s like in the Silver Fleet.  Skipper and
I dismantled the amenities on #101, lovingly hand-faired

the silver fleeta memo to

HELP!!!  WE NEED PHOTOS

DESPERATELY!  PLEASE SEND BY

MAIL OR E-MAIL TO GLENN

SELVIN OR SHARON PEARSON.

her bottom, and re-designed the deck rigging to make her
reasonably competitive.  While we were making P-C-H
inherently faster, we spent every available hour out on the
water practicing with her, figuring out how we could get the
most performance out of her.  We spent our share of time
at the back of the fleet.  With hard work—both in the
boatyard and in practice sessions—we  are now spending
some of our racing time near the front of the fleet.

What attracted us to Cal 20’s was the level of
competition.  After doing well enough in the PHRF fleet
that some folks decided the best way to beat us was to
lower our Ranger 23’s handicap, we wanted to race in a
fleet that played fair (i.e., one-design) and would offer a
challenge no matter how much we learned in the sport.
Budget was an issue, too.  Cal 20’s were the obvious
choice.

As we worked on our boat and our skills and
showed up for more races, the most amazing aspect of the
Cal 20 fleet became apparent to us:  Many of those
hotshots offered to help us in our quest for better perfor-
mance.  The fleet leaders appreciate this class because
competition is fun, and they recognize that the more of us
there are who can challenge them for the gun at the end
of each race, the more fun it is.  The hotshots also con-
stantly provide the challenge we were looking for—we
keep learning more and getting more speed out of the
boat, and they keep showing us there’s more to learn and
more speed to be gained.

This, Silver Fleet members, is something that you
can use to your own advantage.  If you show an interest in
working to go faster, the fast guys are eager to help.  And
they are always presenting a challenge to go faster.

Some of you, of course, are located in areas
where the hotshots don’t congregate, and it’s more difficult
for you to get the benefits of their experience.  The
newsletter offers articles in every issue that can show you
how to get more performance out of your Cal 20.  These,
however, are written by experts, sometimes for experts, so
we’re going to try to fill a gap. When we have room in the
newsletter, we will have more Memos to the Silver Fleet.
These will be written from the perspective of a crew that
has been doing what you want to do—we will tell what we
have been doing to move from the back of the fleet to just
behind the tail feathers of the leaders in the Gold Fleet.

Happy sailing—and we’ll see you on the race
course!
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Kaneohe Bay, HI       by Joe Cochranbuzzfleet

November saw seventeen boats turn out
for ABYC’s Turkey Day Regatta, held in honor of a
bunch of old time sailors, lost, trying to find
America. We had much more fun than they did,
enjoying picture perfect summer like weather while
enjoying the camaraderie of our fellow Cal 20
sailors. Doug McLean won the event, followed with

Mark Gaudio, Walter Johnson, Dick Edwards, then Mike
Sentovich close behind.

December 9th saw a record fourteen boats sailing
inside Alamitos Bay, sailing eight races collegiate style.
What a blast.  Doug won this one as well, and was fol-
lowed again by Walter Johnson, Dick Edwards, and Ron
Wood.  We’re going to have to start tying bags on Doug’s
keel or something!  The bay races were followed by a very
nice Christmas party at the home of Steve Flam, making
for a very nice ending to the year.

Finally, February saw eleven Cal 20’s sailing
SCYA’s Midwinter Regatta under threats of rain and
extremely light air.  But hey, that’s wintertime for ya!  Made
for very challenging sailing, but still, as always, a lot of
fun.  Ron Wood won the event, followed by Robin Durnin,
Barney Flam, Chris Wells, and John Merchant.  Good job,
guys!

We’ve also been sailing ABYC’s Chapped Cheek
Series, with one day of racing in January, February, and
March, with all the results tabulated at the end.

See you out there...

Chuck Dunn finishing the Jarvis Hamilton Memorial R ace
(single-hand) - Fleet 5, King Harbor

The Kaneohe Bay fleet is alive and well.
Our races are sailed on Kaneohe Bay against the
backdrop of the chiseled Koolau Mountains.
Balmy 85-degree trade winds continually provide
a fresh supply of NE 15 knot winds.  What we lack
in numbers, we make up with this being one of
the, if not the best, places in the world to enjoy
sailing!

The Kaneohe fleet continues to be
supported by a strong core group of long time
competitors.  Competing on a regular basis are Cy
Gillette, Jim Case, Bob Armstrong, Jim Cushnie,
Kui Lim, John Myrdal, Robin Durnin, John Thorne
and myself. All in all competition is keen and
camaraderie is high.  A relative new comer,
although a long time sailor in Kaneohe Bay, is Fred
Berg, who sailed well during 2000 to win Seasons
points.  Their intelligence may be somewhat
questionable as they elected me to my second term
in a row; actually this is my 4th or 5th time as fleet
captain since I bought my boat 28 years ago.

Our fleet is a bit smaller than it has been in
the past, however, we have received interest from
new members and possibly we will see an increase
this year.  We will be instituting a handicap finish
system to enable everyone the ability to win and or
gauge their relative improvement over their close
competitors. It is hoped that this will encourage
newcomers to join in; at least we will eliminate the
“can’t win” scenario.

A highlight of the season was the team
race with the San Francisco fleet.  The KYC fleet
prevailed, and we now have the trophy hanging on
our trophy wall. We are looking forward to

competing on their turf later on this year.
We have another event in the planning

stages, which will expand our activities to
include an invitational match boat series. At
this point the intention is to invite the top
finishers in the Nationals to come to Hawaii to
match race on Kaneohe Bay. Robin Durnin is
in charge of putting the event together. I know
he would appreciate any constructive
comments to make it a great event.

If you’re in Hawaii, look us up and if on
a race day, come sail with us. Any Cal 20 fleet
member is always welcome. Let me know in
advance and we’ll set it up.

Have a great year!
joecochran@hawaii.rr.com
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Victoria, BC by Mike Sharp

“Starboard”, cried the helmsman of the
Cal 20 as he approached the weather mark. The
converging port tacker didn’t seem to notice. The
two boats remained on a collision course and I
was transfixed from my spot in third unable to
believe what was unfolding before me. Duck, I
thought, duck! Kawhump! A fiery explosion lit up

the racecourse, bits of charred fiberglass and dacron
rained from the sky. My horror was quickly replaced with
elation. First place was mine. What luck!

Well now that I’ve got your attention here’s how
things are going in Fleet 13 from beautiful Victoria, British
Columbia. We race year round on Oak and Cadboro Bays
on the southern tip of Vancouver Island. Our local Vol-
cano, Mt. Baker rises Mt. Fuji-like behind the little islands
of Chatham and Discovery. The breeze is
often fresh 15 to 20 knots, although we
can get calms in the summer and perhaps
one day I’ll tell you about racing in 45
knots of wind. We are not Vancouver or
Seattle which is to say it really doesn’t
rain here much, year round. We are
hardly Canada because it rarely snows
here too. It’s paradise and with the Gulf
Islands and San Juan Islands close by
the cruising is pretty cool too.
That’s where we live. How about getting to know us?

 I will give brief bios of our competitors and
maybe, just maybe, shed a little light on the inner work-
ings of the Cal 20 sailor’s mind.

 I start with Tom Lowdon on Kelsib, partly out of
respect, partly out of fear. This guy is amazing. His main
is this old bit of cloth which should have been retired ten
years ago but our Tom is able to still get excellent shape
from it. He rarely makes a mistake, starts well
consistently and is always able to claw back to the front of
the fleet if need be. I remember when I first started racing
and was trying to get tips from wily Tom. “What’s the tide
doing?” I asked him once after he had had a particularly
successful day and we had not. “All sorts of things” was
the reply and your author grateful for this crumb of sailing
expertise tossed his way was eager to race again, the
mysteries of the tides solved for evermore. Ah, Tom! A
marvelous sailor and a credit to our fleet. It’s a pleasure to
race with him.

Next up, Bill Marshall on Bluebird. When he has
George Broome crewing for him nothing is going to come
easy for anyone. Sometimes seems as if Bluebird has her

own private wind shifts on the racecourse and for the rest
of us, a wonderful opportunity to study her transom. Lately
Bill has been sailing with his children Mackenzie and
Samantha. Mackenzie being the younger often stays
below on the weather leg reading comic books. Down-
wind, he joins Dad and his sister topside and positively
chirps for the entire leg which if you’re in close company
with them is equally charming and disarming. And if you
are really lucky Mackenzie will share his cheezies with
you back at the club. Thanks Bill, too much fun.

Oh my, what a gaff I should have given Harry
Marshall of Tongariro top billing. If someone has left their
mark on Fleet 13, it’s our Harry. The man is tireless. We
are truly fortunate to have this guy around, the fleet’s
success and longevity is due in no small part to his efforts.
It’s no coincidence that we have a sportsmanship trophy in
his name. It’s also no coincidence that the black boat has
never won said trophy. Never mind, racing with Harry is
always fun except when he squeezes you out at the start
line. Credit must also be given to Morforwyn, Harry’s wife,
she is a gem. See you on the racecourse, Harry.

And on to Talented Peter Coy on lovely Calatea.
Our just retired Fleet 13 Fleet Captain is noted for many
things not the least of which is having mastered the barge
start and also having particular skills in selling raffle
tickets at any function he can attend. There are times on

the water when Peter and his often times
crewmate Eric Tomlinson are a
 force to be reckoned with, generally after
an exceptionally well-executed barge. But
more than anything La Galatea has class
and style which certainly has never been
said for the black boat.

Which leads to the brown boat,
Windless, ably driven by Ross Benton.
Ross recently had some drama with losing
his mast but overcame adversity and

recalcitrant insurers by getting her brownness ready to
race anew. I recall going with Ross to the Nationals in
Vancouver and being slightly awed by the man’s propen-
sity for ale. Mind you I was in the same boat, as it were,
and perhaps my observational skills were, ah, compro-
mised. I only know its always fun to race with Ross and
look forward to seeing the brown boat with the new stick
on the racecourse again.

One of Tom Lowden’s long suffering crew, Peter
Vivian, recently bought Alga-Y and with his son Allen as
crew they have been tearing up the racecourse. I, for one,
find this really annoying but forgive him his victories if only
because of his class and elegance. Alga-Y used to be
called Calgary but the “C” and the “R” fell off. What do you
know. Recently in the last year or so we have had some
new boats and faces join the fleet.

Maarten Prinsze just recently bought Clio after
crewing on big boats and boy is this guy and his crew
Russel Cozens fast. I like to see new boats in the fleet but
find myself less than amused to study their transoms.
Maarten and Russel seem like nice people and I’m sure I’ll
like them more when they slow down. One can only hope.

...continued on page 12
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Neil Counter on C-Urchin struck fear into us when
he showed up on the racecourse with a new UK tape drive
jib and dacron main. Aside from a propensity for getting
hung up on the race course buoys and dragging them
about the bay this guy’s learning curve is really steep and
just keeps getting better and better. He just recently won
the Turkey Head’s distance winter series and does
consistently well with fleet 13. I say to you PHRF people
be grateful Cal 20’s race one design cuz otherwise, oh
never mind.

A new source of Cal 20’s for Fleet 13 is coming
from two slightly unusual sources. The first is Dave Cook’s
Victoria Sailing Foundation and from here we have been
seeing Cookie Monster driven really well by Ron Ingalls
(2nd at the Canadian Nationals) and occasionally we see
Dandy Lyon driven by Richard Close who is in two minds
about sailing in Cals or bigger boats.

 And then there are our American Cals from San
Juan Island. These are Edelweiss with Wade Hill, Wahoo
with Luther Van Skyhawk and Peter Whiting, Sun Seeker
with Jack Raub, Got’T Run with Lloyd Bacon and Bell-
wether with Ron Collins who most notably won Thrash last
year. Which brings us to our most favourite newest
member, Helen Mower on Punch. Given that she would
appear at first glance to be just another pretty face on a
pretty Cal your second glance would be only of her
transom. It’s nice to see an all-female Cal 20 on the
racecourse even if they are fast.

Finally there is Mike Weir on Troubador. We
haven’t seen much of him on the water because he is busy
rebuilding his boat. There are times when I can’t get to
sleep thinking about what a challenge awaits us around
the corner.

There you go sports fans that’s nineteen active
Cal 20’s in the fleet.

We race a lot in Paradise found. With winter and
Summer series, two major regattas; Thrash and
Thermopylae, our fleet championship and the Canadian
Nationals you’re looking at over 75 races a year. Throw in
events hosted by other local clubs and it’s closer to 100
races a year.

Fleet 13 Cals see a lot of water. They are not dry-
sailed but they are fast and certainly they grin a lot. We
love our Cals and we love this area. We are truly lucky to
sail here. Oh, by the way. As for the intro it should be
noted that no Cals were hurt or injured during the writing
of the catastrophic crossing scene.

See ya soon.

buzzfleet
...continued from page 11
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Fleet 38 Vancouver resumed racing with
their spring Series on Feb.11th and race five bi-
weekly Sundays to compete for the Bill
Brassington Trophy which will be awarded on the
final day April 8th.
The civic workers’ strike lasted nearly two months

in the city and cutailed all Fall racing. This long gap
between competitions has caused a slight lull in enthusi-
asm. Numbers for the Spring Series are down, in spite of
numerous e-mails & telephone calls to stir up action.

More bad news was dumped on Fleet 38 when
Royal Vancouver Yacht Club, who host the Canadian
Championship, asked for the Championship weekend to
be shifted to Aug. 18/19 due to a conflict of interests. We
agreed of course.

Fleet 38 invite Fleet 13 Victoria to once again
compete in this Regatta and try to win back the Trophy
and a special invitation to all Fleets to come and compete
- particularly Fleet 7 Portland, just over the line.

Vancouver, BC by Janet Stamper

A reminder to all , 2001 FleetA reminder to all , 2001 FleetA reminder to all , 2001 FleetA reminder to all , 2001 FleetA reminder to all , 2001 Fleet

Captains.  Please notify either myselfCaptains.  Please notify either myselfCaptains.  Please notify either myselfCaptains.  Please notify either myselfCaptains.  Please notify either myself

or Sharon Pearson of your new fleetor Sharon Pearson of your new fleetor Sharon Pearson of your new fleetor Sharon Pearson of your new fleetor Sharon Pearson of your new fleet

captain changes.  We'll need yourcaptain changes.  We'll need yourcaptain changes.  We'll need yourcaptain changes.  We'll need yourcaptain changes.  We'll need your

name, address, phone number, andname, address, phone number, andname, address, phone number, andname, address, phone number, andname, address, phone number, and

e-mail address.e-mail address.e-mail address.e-mail address.e-mail address.

E-mail it either toE-mail it either toE-mail it either toE-mail it either toE-mail it either to

ghselvin@ix.netcom.com, or toghselvin@ix.netcom.com, or toghselvin@ix.netcom.com, or toghselvin@ix.netcom.com, or toghselvin@ix.netcom.com, or to

Sharon at sharonpea@aol.com.Sharon at sharonpea@aol.com.Sharon at sharonpea@aol.com.Sharon at sharonpea@aol.com.Sharon at sharonpea@aol.com.

Canadian

Championships

August 18-19

Vancouver, BC
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This isn’t to say that you should ignore other variables
such as current or wind shifts. However, sailing to the side
with more wind is almost always a winning move.

When one side is not clearly favored it becomes
even more important to pay constant attention to where
the puffs are. The goal is to spend as much time in the
puffs as possible without ignoring other important tactical
considerations. Sailing to an area of more wind is often
the right thing to do, however, a common pitfall is to chase
a puff that is too far away. If you have to sail all the way
across the course for a puff, chances are that it will be
gone before you get there. And remember, Murphy’s Law
dictates that the next puff will fill on the side you just sailed
away from.

Placing a high priority on spotting puffs and
getting your boat into more wind is almost always a
successful tactic in sailboat racing. Sailboats are after all
wind-powered machines. So get that Laser or Sunfish out
of the garage and spend some time practicing in the near
term, and you’ll be sure to improve your results when next
season rolls around.

t h e  w i n ds e e i n g
...continued from page8

Standing up to look to windward will help
you get a better idea of the wind that is
headed your way.

Wind-meister Liljedahl (left), along
with his gold-medal skipper Reynolds,
spends a lot of time looking upwind.

Dedicating a person to watch for wind is
one of the things most crews forget about
when sailing downwind.
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kaneohe yacht clubInvitational regatta
Cal 20 Fleet 12

October 5-7, 2001
The Kanehoe Cal 20 fleet would like to invite 8

teams of two sailors from fleets that are active participants
in the Class Championship and local fleet racing. The
purpose of the event is to have a competitive series that
encourages various fleet participants to collaborate, share
Cal 20 expertise, and have fun in Hawaii. We will run a
short seeding regatta that will be used as a tune-up for a
competitive team racing championship. The seeding
process will insure that each team of four boats is fairly
balanced.  Therefore, the winners will not necessarily be
from any one fleet.

Invitation priority will be given to individual skip-
pers who have raced successfully in the Class Champion-
ship, but anyone who is interested may contact Robin
Durnin at the following e-mail address:
rodurnin@ksbe.edu

Please look for the sign up sheet at the
Championship’s registration desk in King Harbor to
indicate your interest in participating in our Kaneohe
Invitational.

Venue Description: Kaneohe Yacht Club is located
on the island of Oahu. Specifically, it is a protected sailing
area with a 1.2 mile weather leg and typical winds from 6-
14 knots. The area is free of kelp and generally all sailing
is done in shorts and tee shirts...leave your sweaters at
home but you may want to bring light rain gear.

Event Description: The competition will take place
over a three-day period with housing and physical support
being provided by the host fleet from Thursday, October
4th - Sunday, October 7th. A reasonable entry fee and
boat deposit will be charged to cover maintenance and

Day One, Friday
Each crew will be issued a boat for the duration of

the regatta, and are free to tune and make adjustments, as
they deem appropriate. An owner’s representative will be
a part of each competitive crew and will assist in any
improvements or maintenance of the boat as the regatta
progresses.

Friday morning and the Tune Up Regatta (Friday
afternoon) is meant to be a time where skippers and crew
improve their boat’s performance. The results from these
initial races will only be used to develop three competitive
groups of four boats for the Team races. The winner of the
Tune Up Regatta, for instance, may be grouped with  the
6th, 7th and 11th place finishers...it is our hope to create a
competition that is fair and equal with regard to overall
team speed.
Days Two and Three, Saturday and Sunday
Team races will be scheduled to run in the morning and
afternoon with a lunch break at the club. All judging will be
done on the water by referees...no land protests will be
heard except in extraordinary circumstances. Champions
will declared at the end of the scheduled races in accor-
dance with normally accepted team scoring practices.

Hope to see you at the Class Championship
July 26-29, King Harbor Yacht Club,

Robin Durnin
Kaneohe Invitational Coordinator

regatta expenses. Funds not expended will be returned to
participants.

This event will be sailed at Cabrillo Beach
Yacht Club from October 10 to October 14, 2001.
 The 2001 one-design National Champion, North
American Champion, or the current Class Champion
are eligible to apply.  U.S. Sailing will select the
contestants from these applicants.

Last year’s regatta was held at the Houston
Yacht Club in Vanguard 15’s and won by Paul
Foerster.  Some of our locals also sailed - Chris
Raab, George Szabo and Jonathan Pinckney

This is going to be a big  event and will need
the Cal 20 Association’s support.  We need to as-
semble 20 Cal 20’s from our local fleets for the four-
day race.  The boats will carry U.S. Sailing’s

u.s. championship of championsto be sailed in Cal 20s
Borrowed Boat Insurance in addition to a $250
damage deposit.  We hope to supply a sail to each
boat entered to help equalize the boats and add an
incentive to the boat owners to make  their boats
available.  

Tom Hoegh will be the boat coordinator and
Don Zinn the Principal Race Officer.

NEXT DEADLINE:
MAY 10,2001
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CAL 20s (or equipment)  FOR SALE

Set of used Cal 20 Sails for sale $300.  Call Tom at 949-
650-4311, E-mail: tomfslusa@email.msn.com (Tom
Fischbeck)

USED CAL 20 SAILS
(1) Ullman main $200.00, Two Ullman jibs, $100.00 &
$75.00 each (1) Pattison Main, $175.00. All sails in very
good shape.  Dave Ellis; 562-429-6358.
E-mail: dave3848@aol.com.

Cal 20 #429—3 sets of sails, including 155% genoa. New
windows, all cushions, in water, bottom cleaned monthly,
no trailer. Boat is in very good condition. $800. Also, 4
stroke 1996 Johnson 8hp long shaft outboard motor w/
tank. Low hours, $995. Call Scott Fleener 562-421-0038.
Email:  Xcrabber@aol.com

NOT A CAL 20...but a great deal....
1964 Cris Craft - 18’ Super Sport - excellent condition.
18th of 73 made. Original Chevy 327 engine re-built.
Trailer included. Priced for a quick sale at $12,000.
Greg Clinton (562) 547-3799 or sharonpea@aol.com

RACING CAL FOR SALE  - Sails are good, several sets.
Ullman jib virtually new. Boat and rigging in good shape.
Trailer and 3.5 hp motor. Would like to sell all together but
will consider selling separately. Willing to listen to any
offer.
Reid Casey - (W) 510-577-6777 X 229, (H) 510-797-1028,
E-mail: reidkc@aol.com

EQUIPMENT WANTED

Looking for a bow pulpit.  RAGullotta@aol.com

Looking for a copy of manual & specs , and old stand-
ing rigging for pattern for new rigging for Cal20 project.
Craig Rethorn 626-446-9222 or cre@earthlink.net

Wanted - A Cal20 rudder, shaped and ready to race.
Please call Steve (Fleet 38, Vancouver,BC) at 604-826-
6606 or Email scropper@uniserve.com with description
and asking price.

Looking for racing Cal20. Good trailer, Steve Seal
upgrades, spin gear would be a bonus, faired keel and
bottom, newer rudder. Open to most anything that is near
race-ready. Newer sails not critical.
daniellebaldwin@aol.com

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS
(private parties only)

Sharon Pearson • 562-493-1995

E-mail: sharonpea@aol.com

Next Deadline: May 10, 2001

cal 20 class association
membership application

Cal 20 News Deadline
• May 10

Bud Gardiner Bowl
• May 19-20

Class Championships
• July 26-30

Canadian Championships
• August 18-19

Kaneohe Invitational
• October 5-7

US Championship of Champions
• October 10-14

classif iedf r e e

Please check one : •   New Application •  Continuing Membership

• $25 Active Member - Must be at least 1/3 owner of a Cal 20

• $20 Unattached Member - Active Member whose boat is not within the area of
an active fleet (Includes Corinthian Fleet Members)

• $20 Associate Member - Non-owner who is crew on a specific Cal 20

• $20 Sustaining Member - Non-owner interested in the welfare of the Cal 20 class

ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE THE CAL 20 NEWS

Name ____________________________________________ Fleet # _____________

Street Address _________________________________________________________

City _____________________State/Province _ Zip Code ______ Country ________

Home Phone (          ) _________________ Work Phone (          ) ________________

E-Mail ________________________________________________________________

Sail Number __________ Boat Name ________________________ Ownership % ___

Please send this form along with proper U.S. funds to local fleet captain or class treasurer.

datesimportant



cal 20 news • april 2001 • page 16

Cal 20 Class Association
c/o Paper Chase
6221 Dayman Street
Long Beach, CA 90815
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Beautiful Kaneohe Bay, HI
(See pages 10 and 14)


